Morningside Academy – Goals and Objectives

Description

Residents spend a half-day observing and interacting with students (late elementary through middle school) identified to have mild learning disability, attention deficit disorders, challenges with executive functions, and/or social communication challenges in a private school setting. Residents participate with students in both classrooms they visit, observing, circulating, interacting in a highly interactive, “hands on” design.
Resident Role and Expectations

Arrive on time!  Check in at the front desk, then 90 minutes of classroom time. You’ll receive a description of what you’re observing, including educational instruction information, and you’ll participate with the students in their special education experience.   NOTE: At the conclusion of your classroom participation, be sure to check in with Dr. Johnson for “wrap up” discussion regarding the principles of the educational program you’ve observed. ALSO, please contact Dr. Johnson 1 week after your visit to share any thoughts, feedback, and opportunities with your own continuity clinic families.
Suggested Reading

Article online here From the Laboratory to the Field and Back Again: Morningside Academy’s 32 Years of Improving Students’ Academic Performance. This article discusses the 3 phases of Morningside Academy’s educational programs: instruction, practice, and application.

Contact

Kent Johnson, PhD, Director kent@morningsideacademy.org 206-709-9500
Educational Goals

Exposure to near-typical (mild special education needs) youth performing academically between the 3rd and 7th grade equivalents in a special education school setting.
Learning Objectives

Because of participating in the Morningside Academy, trainees will be able to:

a. Medical Knowledge

· identify key educational and academic behavioral issues for late elementary and middle school children in a model special education setting. 

b. Patient Care

· demonstrate effective communication with patients and their families about importance of effective special education approaches for youth with academic challenges, particularly those who may not qualify for special education services in their public school districts 
c. Systems-based Practice

· identify resources and have ability to engage in an informed discussion with parents of academically struggling children to help them understand appropriate education for mild special education needs
